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Ky. House passes pension bill 


Legislation revived after being close to death for 3 weeks 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. - In just a matter of 
hours Thursday, the Kentucky House 
unveiled and passed on a 49-46 vote a 
new version of a controversial pension 
reform bill, which was also on track to 
win Senate approval late in the night. 

In a move likely to be the turning 


point of the 2018 legislative session, the 
House State Government Committee 
without warning resurrected a bill that 
seemed close to death for three weeks, 
leaving teachers and other opponents 
slack-jawed and furious. 

Morgan Taylor, a 28-year-old high 
school chemistry teacher from Rock- 
castle County, said she dashed to Frank- 
fort after she saw the news that the 
pension bill had been revived. She said 


lawmakers had clearly not had time to 
even read the 291-page bill before being 
asked to vote. 

“As a teacher, I would never, ever give 
my students something that I havent 
read myself,” she said. “I think a select 
group of people know what’s in this 
(bill) and everyone else is just expected 
to toe the line.” 


See PENSION, Page 9A 


“Introducing a cobbled- 
together pension bill 
grafted to a sewage 

bill in the waning days of 
the session ... is an insult 
to stakeholders.” 


Jim Carroll 
President of the advocacy group Kentucky 
Government Retirees 


TENURE CHANGE AT PUBLIC COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 


Professors 
threaten 


to strike 


GETTY IMAGES 


Proposal rattles s 


Phillip M. Bailey and Justin Sayers 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A Kentucky professor says educa- 
tors in the state’s public colleges and 
universities must consider going on 
strike to stop a provision that would 
allow tenured faculty members to be 
fired when making financial cuts. 

The provision inserted in House 
Bill 200 — added by Republican state 
Sen. Chris McDaniel — allows state 
university boards the power to fire 
tenured professors if the schools 
change or eliminate certain academic 
programs. The proposal has rattled 
many faculty members across the 
state who say those employment 
protections are a bedrock of academ- 
ic freedom. 


tate’s educators 


“There has to be action 
taken before this budget 
bill moves forward. I 
believe that a movement 
of that nature would bring 
it to light truly what the 
majority interests are.” 
Tomarra Adams 


University of Louisville professor who teaches in 
the Pan-African Studies department 


should strike before state lawmakers 

approve the $22 billion budget plan 

that contains the tenure language. 
“There has to be action taken be- 


Ky. universities 
have their say 
on House bill 


Justin Sayers and Phillip M. Bailey 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Kentucky state senator 
behind a push that would allow 
universities to fire tenured faculty 
when making financial cuts said he 
added the provision after consulting 
with university board members and 
presidents. 

But who were they? 

Sen. Chris McDaniel, R-Taylor 
Mill, said he did not want to mention 
anyone by name, and university 
officials have either denied speaking 
with him or said they were unaware 


Judge: 
Release 
names 

of owners 


State had withheld 
Braidy Industry records 


Morgan Watkins 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Gov. Matt Bevin’s administration 
must release public records naming 
the owners of Braidy Industries, an 
aluminum company partially owned 
by the Commonwealth of Kentucky, a 
judge ruled Thursday. 

The commonwealth 
invested $15 million in 
Braidy Industries last 
year to help lure the 


company and its 

planned $1.5 billion alu- 
Gov. Matt minum rolling mill to 
Bevin Eastern Kentucky. 


Bevin personally 
shepherded the unusual investment 
through the Legislature, telling law- 
makers only the size of the mill and the 
number of people it expects to employ. 
Lawmakers unanimously approved 
the appropriation. 

Courier Journal last summer re- 
quested information about the compa- 
ny and the investment under the Ken- 
tucky Open Records Act. The state 
Cabinet for Economic Development 
withheld relevant records, citing sev- 
eral exemptions in the law. 

In October Attorney General Andy 
Beshear — a Democrat who has often 
sparred with Bevin’s administration in 
court — determined the records are 
subject to public disclosure, but the 
cabinet appealed his decision. 

On Thursday, Franklin Circuit Court 
Judge Phillip Shepherd affirmed Be- 
shear’s decision and ruled the govern- 
ment cannot legally withhold public 
records that identify Braidy Industries 
shareholders. 

“The public has a right to know if 
political supporters, campaign con- 
tributors, or business associates of the 
Governor will directly or indirectly 
benefit from this investment of tax 
dollars,” the judge ruled. “If the invest- 
ment of public dollars was made for 
sound public policy reasons and is 
supported by a good business plan, 
Braidy’s investors should have nothing 
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University of Louisville professor fore this budget bill moves forward,” of anyone who did. to hide.” 


Tomarra Adams said if her colleagues 
2 want to be taken seriously they 
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Weather 


High 51° X Low 38° 
Rain early. Forecast, 2A 


© USA TODAY Jackson keeps low profile at pro day 


Symphony rules seas: With rock climbing, mini golf, 
restaurants and bars galore, biggest cruise ship set to sail. 1B 


Former Louisville QB remains elusive 
at team’s workout Thursday. Sports, 1C 


